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Christians are bound by their Humanity to interest them-
Let us advance a step further, and in considering the
conditions favourable to goodness it will be convenient to
isolate a particular case. We have before us, then, tho
child of parents to whose mutual love he owes a healthy
organization and a fresh flow of natural feeling, to tho
moderate prosperity of whose condition he owes an ex-
emption from brutalizing anxieties, and who have instilled
into him no prejudices of caste. lie hns had a teacher
who trained him as Providence trained mankind, assuming
at the proper season the part of Moses, then that of Isaiah,
then that of the Baptist, ushering him into the very pre-
sence of Christ. Into that presence lie has entered, and
we see a young man in whose mind there has ripened by
natural development out of the sense of duty to kindred
and country a commanding sense of duty to that Universal
Commonwealth of men whose majesty 'he worships
gathered up in the person of its Eternal Sovereign, Christ
Jesus. Does manhood bring new dangers to such a per-
son? What are they? And what safeguards can be pro-
vided against them ?
The most formidable temptation of manhood is that
wliicli Christ described in n phrase hardly translatable as
fji.sptp.va} fiuoTtxaf. To boys and youths work is assigned
by their parents or tutors. The judicious parent takes
c.aro not to assign so much work as to make his son a
slave* We cherish as much as possible the freedom, the
discursiveness of thought and feeling natural to youth.
We cherish it as that which life is likely sooner or later to
diminish, and if we curb it, we do so that it may not ex-
haust itself by its own vivacity. But in manhood work is

